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SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — DRUM LINE TRIAL 
Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [6.26 pm]: I rise tonight to let members know that I will be tabling another 
petition tomorrow, which will be about shark drum lines. As was the case in 2014 when we went out to kill sharks, 
a lot of people are concerned about current efforts to mitigate the risk of sharks. The difficulty with the so-called 
SMART drum lines is that we still do not have conclusive scientific evidence that they do anything of any use—
the data has not been provided to us. We are going to spend money to put these out in the ocean with the hope that 
they might prevent a few deaths. The issue is that even if a shark or two are caught and successfully towed out 
without the shark dying, and even if no shark bites occur, nothing is going to be proven—it is too small a sample 
and too limited in its scope to provide scientific evidence. The problem is that even with this, all we will be able 
to tell if somebody is still bitten by a shark in those areas is that they do not work. As it is, we are not going to be 
able to prove that they do work. 

Unfortunately, we will be giving people a bit of a false sense of security. They will be saying, “There are drum 
lines out there; that means no shark is going to get me”, and they may take even less personal responsibility. We 
need people to take personal responsibility when they go out into the ocean. We know that sharks are in the ocean, 
just as we know there are snakes in the bush. People need to be aware of that and take some personal responsibility 
for it. We do not want to give them a false sense of security. 

If it turns out that nobody is bitten by a shark near these drum lines, we still cannot say that it is because of the 
drum lines. It may just be that fewer people are going into the ocean or people are more concerned and are being 
more careful about what they are doing. On the downside, the baited hooks may actually attract sharks. We do not 
have the data on this to know whether that is possibly the case, but we may actually be bringing sharks to an area 
where people want to go swimming, and that could be disastrous. A lot of people are concerned that this system 
still has the potential to — 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas: I am listening. 

Hon DIANE EVERS: I just cannot hear over those people there—sorry; I pointed. 

The PRESIDENT: It is all right, Hon Diane Evers. There is a little bit of chat. I am sure it has just quietened 
down, so you might continue. 

Hon DIANE EVERS: Drum lines can kill a shark. I understand a sensor goes off that notifies someone on shore, 
who has a certain amount of time to get out there, tag the shark and take it away from the drum line. But of course 
in the middle of the night it may be difficult to get out there in time to keep the shark alive, so we may just go back 
to trying to kill sharks. That may not only be impossible, but also cause severe damage to the ecosystem of the 
ocean. Sharks play a role in the ocean. We need them, and the idea of killing them to avoid people being bitten is 
outrageous. It does not work that way. 

Why would we try to kill an animal that is either endangered or has limited numbers and performs a role? Here 
we are going out with the possibility that we may kill more of them. It is just not acceptable. The expense of drum 
lines could be used better elsewhere. It is not the best use of our resources. We have on average one death by shark 
a year—compare that with 15 deaths a year from drowning. During debate today we heard that domestic violence 
results in even more deaths. Here we are going on about sharks, instead of people taking personal responsibility 
and making themselves aware of whether sharks are out there. We are starting to hear about every shark incident 
because the newspapers love to sensationalise this because it gets people reading the newspapers and we all want 
to know about it. But the two most recent cases involved very small sharks—a grey nurse shark; I am not sure of 
the other one. 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas: The Albany one was a bronze whaler, I think. 

Hon DIANE EVERS: Those sharks are not taking or biting people. A recent shark bite incident occurred near 
a whale carcass. It was known that there was a whale carcass there, and whale carcasses bring in sharks. We know 
that. The second case was of somebody who knew the shark was there and swam out to it. 

We cannot legislate for people taking risks, but it will ruin it for many others and the sharks if we go out saying 
we need to kill them. We need to continue the education by putting in some of the proposed drum line funding. 
The funding proposed for extending this project should go to family violence, so that we can actually do some 
good very quickly and very easily. Instead of spending it on shark bite mitigation, we really have to look at more 
education. We know there could be snakes when we go into the bush, so we take precautions. We take precautions 
around mosquitos by covering up and using mosquito repellent; when in the sun we use sunblock. People can 
learn. We need to help them learn about the sharks in the ocean and what they can do to avoid them. People can 
check the Sharksmart website to find out whether any tagged sharks are known to be in the area; they can find out 
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whether there have been whale carcasses, schools of fish or seals that might have attracted sharks. We can put up 
signage and have first aid kits on the beaches. We can have drones. There are so many ways of finding out 
information. Many people are using personal deterrent devices, and they seem to have been successful. Other 
people are doing research on a beach-wide deterrent device so that people swimming in the shallows will have 
some sort of assistance to keep sharks away. We need to put that money into research and innovation to find 
solutions, rather than setting ourselves up for an ongoing significant expense of millions of dollars every year 
trying to do this, with the only possible end to it being the extinction of sharks. Why not put that money into more 
useful things that will bring us all up to speed and help us understand that we are taking personal risk by going 
into the ocean, just like we do with many other things that we do through the day? We need to get away from the 
sensationalism in the newspapers and the publicity we generate in this area. Tomorrow I will present that petition, 
and I hope the committee will give it some serious consideration. 
 


	SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — DRUM LINE TRIAL
	Statement


